Hebrews 7:8-14 Superior to the Levites
- in the previous verses, the writer acknowledges Melchisedec as superior to Abraham
(The Levitical priesthood comes from Abraham so the “order of Melchisedec” is
superior to the Levites as well)
vs.8- the “here” refers to the Levitical Law that was still being practiced at the
time in which Hebrews was written and “there” refers to Abraham’s day
-“men that die”- the Levitical priesthood changed each time a high priest died
*Melchisedec’s priesthood is perpetual since there is no record of his death
(This is why the writer suggests this in vs.3)
- to the Jews, once a documented death of a priest was given, his priesthood was over
- one thing to note was that the Levitical priesthood was not a replacement to the order
of Melchisedec
(The Melchisedecian order has the witness of God that its priest lives on- Ps.110:4)
(vs.9-10)- this is a further reassurance of what is stated in vs.5
- the idea here is that Levi (a descendant of Abraham) paid tithes to Melchisedec in the fact
he was “in the loins” of Abraham
*this same concept is used of Paul in Romans 5:12-14 to show the fall of man is universal
since all mankind comes from the seed of Adam
(Since Melchisedec is superior to Abraham, he is superior to his offspring as well)
vs.11- Melchisedec did physically die, but the manner of his priesthood did not
*if the Levitical priesthood was perfect and made to be permanent, then God would not
have confirmed in the psalm that there would be another
*Remember the writer goes to extent to show this since the readers were being pushed into
going back to the old system that had been completed
Truth- the old system spoke of its own demise by confirming a different priesthood
(It was never intended to be eternal)
vs.12- the Levites and the Law are inextricably united to one another
(If one comes to an end, then the other ends as well- Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection
was the “fulfiliment” or end of the Law)
-“change of the law”- this means an end to the Laws in Leviticus such as sacrificial, dietary,
ceremonial, etc.
Truth- the moral laws of the 10 Commandments are not ended because they were instituted by
God before the Levitical order
(Most of our laws today stem from the 10 Commandments)
vs.13- “He”- this is meaning Christ '
-“these things are spoken”- meaning the point he has already made by the Scriptures in relation
to the fact that Christ is the fulfillment of the order of Melchisedec
-“no man gave attendance”- no other person from this tribe was ever allowed to perform
the duties of the high priest
vs.14- “Juda”- Christ was born of this tribe (Matt. 1. Luke 3, Rev.5:5)
*since Christ is not a Levite, His priesthood is clearly beyond the Law that was the authority
for the Levites (meaning that the end of the Law has no bearing on it)
*the Levitical system was replaced by a new Priest, with a new sacrifice, under a new covenant
*King Uzziah was a Judahite that took the role for himself and was stricken with leprosy
(II Chr.26:16-21)
Truth- Jesus could not be High Priest as long as the Law was functioning
(He fulfilled the Law first by offering Himself as a sacrifice for sins and then becomes the
Universal High Priest to all that trust Him)




