Gal.3:14-20 The Promise Fulfilled
vs. 14- if you notice that vs.13 ends with a colon
(This signals that what follows it provides further information of what precedes it)
- the “blessing” of Abraham was justification(imputed righteousness) by faith(he believed God)
*Jesus being made a curse for us means He took it from us and placed it on upon Himself
-“through Jesus Christ”- the Galatians, being Gentiles, would have never even had a Mosaic
Law or circumcision (these covenants were exclusively for the Jews)
-“we’”- Paul uses this pronoun to show that even though he was a Jew, justification by faith
was for the Jew and Gentile alike
-“Spirit”- the gift and indwelling of the Holy Spirit only comes when one has been justified
vs.15- “manner of men”- meaning the culture or everyday activity
-“covenant”-(diatheke) a disposition or arrangement
(Paul is using the analogy of a person to person contract to illustrate God’s convenant)
*a covenant’s terms cannot be changed (added to or taken away) once it’s agreed upon
-“disannulleth”- to void or disregard
Truth- the Galatians understood the covenant since they were saved and had received the Spirit
(The truth here is the fact that God has not added anything to that covenant)
vs.16- the “seed” of Abraham was Isaac and eventually Israel in a literal sense
*But prophetically, the seed is Christ- in Whom all the promises would be fulfilled
(Gen.22:18, Heb.2:16)
vs.17- the Law that would be instituted in Moses’ day would not nullify the promise to Abraham
-“in Christ”- meaning “unto” Christ- since this was God’s arrangement and plan that the
fulfillment of the promises to Abraham would be “in Christ”, the institution of the Law
could not nullify it (if it did, it would make God guilty of perjury)
vs.18- Paul emphasizes again that there is no middle ground between Law (works) and
promise (grace)- Rom.4:13-14
-“inheritance”- (kleronomia) something given to someone as a possession
*interesting note here is that an inheritance is something given or granted, not worked for
(This is proven in the case of Abraham) :
Truth- none of us receive from God due to what we can do, we receive of Him due to His
mercy and Him keeping His promises
*the legalists’ stipulation of works was a cancellation of God’s confirmed promise
(Grace and faith preceded the Law and supercedes it as well)
vs.19- Why would you serve a system that was only created to show you how wretched you are?
*God did not add the Law as a means of salvation or added as another ingredient to grace
(It was brought alongside the promise to reveal the need for the promise to be fulfilled)
-“the seed should come to whom the promise was made”- the “seed” is Christ and the promise
was made to Abraham- this phrase refers to a time frame
(The Law was not made to be a permanent fixture- Rom.10:4)
*it was abolished when Christ spoke out the words “It is finished”- John 19:30
-“ordained”- (diatasso) to arrange, appoint, or give an order
*this is referring to the Law- God used angels (messengers) to communicate with
Moses (Deut.33:2, Acts 7:53, Heb.2:2)
-“mediator”- a middleman between 2 parties (Moses was the mediator of the Law)
vs.20- a mediator is necessary in a covenant (Moses was not a mediator of one, but all of Israel)
*the Law was a covenant (contract) to which both parties agreed- Ex.19:5-8




