Gal.2:15-21 Justification in Christ Alone
- in the first 2 sections of this chapter, Paul has revealed the dangers of legalism and hypocrisy
- he ends this chapter teaching about having a right belief with a right behavior
vs.15- “we”- Paul is including Peter in holding the doctrine of justification by faith
-“sinners like the Gentiles”-Paul is not saying that the Jews are somehow better than the
Gentiles, but relaying the fact that the Gentiles never had a written divine law to guide them
- “sinners”- (hamartolos) preeminently sinful ;
vs.16- and since they (Jews) did have that written law, they know that there is no justification
by that law- Rom 3:20-24 (Gentiles never had such law)
- the law only revealed man’s failure- this is why God set up and allowed sacrifices of animals
*the sacrifices were done in accordance to what God told them to do
(This is trusting God at His Word- Faith) Gen.15:6
-“justified”- (dikaioo) to render righteous, to make free, to declare one to be just, innocent
*notice that this word is used 4 times in vs.16 & 17 as Paul drives home the point
of how justification is obtained
-“believed”- (pisteuo) to place confidence in, to entrust something to someone else
Truth- this word has a far deeper meaning than just to believe in an existence
- “no flesh”- meaning no person
vs.17- according to the Judaizers, anyone not willing to conform to their beliefs was deemed
a sinner- this is the very essence of legalism
-“found sinners”- this would be the Judaizers’ thought of them
*because the Gentiles (sinners in vs.16) didn’t have the law and Paul was claiming that there
was no justification in the law, the Judaizers would deem them as sinners
-“minister of sin”- minister here means a servant under a master
(If the Judaizers were right, then that would mean that Christ Himself is wrong)
*dietary regulations (going back to the issue in vs.11-14) were a part of the Levitical law
*but notice what Jesus says in Mark 7:18-23
-“God forbid”- means to not even let that thought cross your mind
vs.18- “build again”- after Paul had preached that justification is by faith in Christ alone, it would
be folly to seek righteousness by attempting to keep the law
*in other words, in vs.17, he says that they claim that he is a sinner which would make Christ
a liar (minister of sin) in vs.18, he says “but if I would go back to that then I would
indeed be a sinner (transgressor)
*Why- because it would mean that he had abandoned grace
vs.19- the OT law could not give life, only condemn the guilty
- “through the law”- because it condemned him (it sentenced him to death)
-“am dead to the law”- to die to something means to cease to have any relation to it
vs.20- “crucified with Christ”- notice his wording -“with”
*this means that the law condemned Paul but Christ paid his penalty
(Since this happened, Paul’s old self was crucified as well)
-“I live”- once Paul realized that he was dead inside, it was Jesus that took up residence in him
and “quickened” him
-“I now live”- even though Paul looks the same, everything about him is different
-“faith”- (pistis) this is the noun form of the word “believe” in vs.16
(It means a belief with a predominate idea of trust or confidence)
- the only way Paul knew he was set free was through Christ
*Christ loved Paul enough to pay the price for it, but Jesus had to “give Himself” for it
vs.21- “frustrate”- (atheteo) to do away with, to set aside, to refuse
-“vain”- (dorean) without a cause, for naught or nothing




