
Ephesians 1:14-23                                          Paul’s Prayer for The Ephesians 
Vs.14- “earnest”-(arrhabon) a downpayment given as a pledge to guarantee a complete transaction 
                             -the earnest of our inheritance is the Holy Spirit (vs.13) 
                                  *this is God’s pledge that He will perform all that He has promised 
                                              (the church is God’s “purchased possession”) 
(vs.15-16)- Paul is thankful to God for their faith and love 
    -“faith”-(pistis) a conviction or full persuasion of a truth that causes one to constantly lean to that truth 
                 (this word implies God as the Creator and Ruler of all things and provider of eternal redemption) 
    -“love”- (agape) this love puts others’ needs in front of your own 
        *love is the outgrowth of faith and how faith is manifested or seen by others (John 13:35, 15:9) 
                   Truth- faith works by love and love is the proof of discipleship 
                          (love is also the first fruit of the Spirit mentioned in Gal.5:22-23) 
 16- Paul continually gives thanks for the work God has done in their lives and the evidence of that work 
Vs.17- “That”- (hina) in order 

-now Paul gives the purpose and object of his prayers for them 
                  *since they already have faith and love, Paul prays for their wisdom and knowledge to continue 
-“Father of glory”- he links the Father and Son in essential nature as One Deity 
      -“wisdom”-(sophia) a deep understanding of something mysterious (vs.9) 
(the word also implies knowledge and practice for upright and holy living) wisdom is knowledge applied 
      -“revelation”-(apokalupsis) a manifestation or an appearing, a disclosure of truth or instruction 
    *Paul is asking God to give them a deeper understanding of Him and for Him to keep instructing them 
                                 on how to live (this is why Paul writes this letter with so much on Godly living in it) 
vs.18-“understanding”- (kardia) the heart- denoting the center of all physical and spiritual life 
             -“enlightened”-(photizo) to shine or shed light onto something 
               -“hope”- this is God’s call to the new life in Christ (given by Christ, through Christ, and for Christ) 
   Truth- God given wisdom, revelation, and enlightenment is the only means of fully appreciating 
                                                                            the hope and inheritance in Christ 
vs.19- “power”- (dunamis) where we get the word “dynamic” 
           *it means strength and ability to rise above circumstances 
                  -“to us-ward”- the ability to rise above or “overcome” is placed in us by God Himself 
-“His mighty power”- this has been manifested in Creation, deliverance from Egypt, always keeping His word 
Vs.20- here is the most powerful of all God’s manifested might 
     Truth- it was more diƯicult for God to redeem mankind than it was for Him to create the universe 
           -“wrought”-(energeo) to display one’s ability by an activity 
    *God manifested Himself in Christ as God in the flesh (John 1:14) and manifested His power when  
                                                                                             Christ resurrected 
-“right hand”- the right hand symbolizes power and authority (God has given that to the Son- John 5:21-23) 
Vs.21- “Far above”- means placed higher to show that Authority 
     -“principalities”- (arche) the first person or leader (this term is also used to signify angels or demons) 
         -“dominion”- this is kingdoms, lands, or nations 
(vs.22-23)-Paul continues to show the Absolute Authority of the Lord Jesus 
                            -“head”- meaning the chief or supremacy  
Truth- the head does the thinking and deciding- its where the vision is seen for the whole body 

-from the head also comes the talking and communicating 
(without the head, the body is lifeless) 

23- “His body”- this is the church 
   *the head directs the entire body and instructs it on how to move and where to move 
                                                   (it tells each body member what they are to do) 
  *Paul gives this same analogy in Romans 12 and in I Cor.12 when he talks about the various gifts 


