Hebrews 7:1-7 The Forerunner Priest
vs.1- using the 2 Old Testament references of Melchisedec (Gen.14, Ps.110:4) the writer uses
this chapter to explain Christ’s priesthood being superior to Melchisedec and to the Levites
Remember- Melchisedec was a foreshadow of Christ as he was a king and a priest
-“slaughter of the kings”- this is a reference to Gen. 14
*the capture of Lot during the battle at Sodom between 4 northern kings and 5 southern kings
caused Abraham to pursue them with 318 men that he had trained
*after Abraham defeats them near Damascus, he turns south with the people and the goods
that had been plundered
(This is where he meets Melchisedec and is given food and blessed by him)
vs.2- “tenth”- this tithe was Abraham acknowledging his priestly status
-“King of righteousness”- this is the literal meaning of Melchisedec’s name
-“King of Salem”- would later be known as Jerusalem- this was his position of the city-state
-“King of peace”- the meaning of “Salem” is peace - his position as king there made him
figuratively the king of peace
*with the 3 capitalizations, you can see the writer is going to draw a parallel to Christ
(Jesus is the King of Righteousness and King of Peace)
vs.3- “without father or mother”- what the writer means here is that his parents are not known
(There is no written lineage of them)
*lineage was most important in the Levitical priesthood as it had to be shown and proven
before one could assume the role of high priest
*even though Melchisedec’s lineage is unknown, he was a priest regardless
-“without decent”- he had no lineage to pass on his priestly status (he was unique)
~ (He was a priest that was in no way linked to the order of the Levites)
-“beginning of days or end of life”- again the indication is that there is no record of either
~“made like”- (aphomoioo) this phrase is only used here in the entire New Testament
(It means to resemble or cause a model to pass off into an image like it)
*the resemblance is the fact that both are universal, roval, righteous, and peaceful
-“a priest continually”- in Ps.110:4, God already said that this priesthood will be everlasting
*the idea is that Christ is the eternal High Priest that resembles that of Melchisedec
-vs.4- it was common practice in that day to give a tithe to a representative of a god
; (Gen.14:8 tells us that Melchisedec was a representative of the Most High God)
-“patriarch Abraham”- the readers and writer would both hold Abraham in high regards
-“tenth”- Melchisedec was not of Levitical lineage- neither was Jesus
-“spoils”- (akrothinion) top of the heap, first-fruits, the best
vs.5- “sons of Levi”- the priests of the direct lineage of Aaron
Truth- Levites collected tithes from fellow Israelites (Num.18:21-24)
*the Levites did not inherit land (Deut. 18:1-2) so they could not grow crops and create
food for themselves- their jobs were to minister in the Tabernacle/Temple
(The tithe given to them were for daily needs)
vs.6- the idea is that the Israelites were bound by law to give tithes to the Levites
(Abraham was under no such law so his tithe was a tribute to Melchisedec’s greatness)
-“blessed him”- (eulogeo) to consecrate with solemn prayer, to ask God’s blessings on someone
vs.7- even though Abraham was the recipient of the covenant and promise of God, he was the
receiver rather than the bestower
*the writer concludes that Abraham was blessed by someone “better” (superior)
- and if Melchisedec is superior to Abraham, he is superior to Abraham’s decendants which
would eventually be the Levites (vs.5- “loins of Abraham”)




