Galatians 5:7-12 A Great Deception '
vs.7- Paul compares the Galatians life of faith to that of a race (how you finish is important)
-“did hinder”- (egkoptos) this is a military term meaning to impede one’s course by cutting
him out of his way (to set up a blockade and render one to another course)
*the idea of this phrase was to alter a direction to lead an enemy into a trap
-“obey the truth”- Paul was a big advocate for obedience to the faith (Rom.1:5, 6:16-17. 16:26)
-“truth”- (aletheia) an unveiled reality lying at the basis of an appearance - a Messianic term
*Think about this- if they are not being obedient to the truth, then this prevented the lost around
them from being saved
vs.8- “persuasion” (peismone) treacherous or deception
*the deception is the claim of legalism as God does not promote this
Truth- any doctrine that claims man’s efforts are sufficient also claims that God’s grace is not
- and if its deception, then the deceiver is behind it- Matt.24:11, Rom.16:18
-“called”- (kaleo) to invite, to receive the name of someone
*Paul literally tells them that the God that saved them didn’t lead them to this
v8.9- Paul uses Jewish analogy here to reveal a truth .
- the idea is that it might seem small and harmless but it will eventually mess it all up
- the more a little leaven gets worked into a big piece of dough, the more it spreads
(Leaven is often used in Scripture to denote sin - Matt.16:6.12)
vs.10- Paul expresses assurance that the Lord is able to keep them from falling into this heresy
*as it 1s worded, Paul’s confidence is in the Lord’s ability only and not the Galatians
- “otherwise minded”- meaning to not have any other beliefs that would contradict the truth
-“he”- this word along with “who” in vs.7 suggests the Judaizers had a ringleader
- “troubleth”- (tarasso) to cause inward commotion, to take away a calmness, to strike one’s
spirit with fear
-“bear his judgment”- false teachers that lead people astray will incur condemnation(II Peter 2)
vs.11- with Paul asking this question, apparently the Judaizers had made a false claim that Paul’s
actions agreed with their teachings
(More than likely, they would be talking about Timothy’s circumcision since he was from there)
Question- Why would Paul circumcise Timothy but not Titus? (Gal.2:1-4)
1- Timothy was half Jew and his mother taught him the Old Testament Scripture
- in Acts 16:1-4, Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him in the synagogues and the Jews
would not permit someone uncircumcised to enter
2- Titus was fully Greek with no Jewish heritage
- to circumcise Titus would mean that he would have to become a Jew to become a Christian
- Timothy was circumcised to gain access to the lost Jews in synagogues only
- Titus was a test case in Jerusalem to show salvation apart from Law and works
- Timothy’s case was that it would be the best strategy for unbelieving Jews to be won to Christ
*Paul reminds them in this verse that if he believed and preached the same message as the
Judaizers, then why were they persecuting him?
-“offence of the cross”- this means a stumbling block
Truth- the cross has always been a stumbling block to those who seek righteousness by their
own merit
vs.12- “cut off’- meaning to cut themselves off (ironic since its dealing with circumcision)
- there were a group of eunuch priests in that region called the Galli
(They worshiped the Asiatic goddess Cybele- aka, the Great Mother of the gods)
*these priests mutilated themselves to become eunuchs
- Paul’s ironic point is that since the Judaizers were so insistent on circumcision pleasing God,
that maybe they should just go to religious extremes and mutilate themselves




