Gal.3:83-13 The Right View of History
- in the first 5 verses of this chapter, Paul fires off six questions to them
(The Galatians needed to recognize and remember when they received the Holy Spirit)
*since the Judaizers were undoubtedly taking the Galatians back in history, Paul takes them
back also to show them the necessity of faith
vs.8- “Scripture”- the Old Testament
(Always keep in mind that the New Testament was not written yet in those days)
-“foreseeing”- this is the promise made to Abraham and the prophecy that confirm this truth
Truth- the Scripture foresaw it because the Author foresaw it
* when Scripture speaks, God speaks
-“justify”- (dikaioo) to render righteous, to declare one to be just, innocent (same in 2:16-17)
-“gospel”- (proeuaggelizomai) an announcement or promise of glad tidings beforehand- Jn.8:56
*Paul then goes on to quote out of Genesis (12:3, 18:18, 22:18)
-“all nations”- the Judaizers would have used the claim that Abraham was the patriarch of the
Jews only (Paul reminds them of what Scripture actually said)
vs.9- “So then”- meaning “since this is the case”
- “faith”- (pistis) in relating to God, it means the belief that God exists, is the Creator and Ruler
of all things (this includes Him being the provider of eternal salvation through Christ)
- in relating to Christ, it means a strong conviction that Jesus is the Messiah through Whom
we obtain eternal salvation in the Kingdom of God
-“blessed”-(eulogeo) favored of God, celebrated
* Abraham- his name literally means “father of a multitude” / Abram means “exalted father”
(God changed his name from Abram when He made the covenant with him- Gen.17:5)
vs.10- “works”- meaning those who seek justification in the Law
-“curse”’~ meaning death or condemnation as a result of sin (breaking the Law)
-“cursed is evervone”- Paul quotes Deut.27:26 to remind them that the Law is perfect and
would have to have been kept perfectly to obtain righteousness
*this is the whole reason for the Law- to reveal to man that he cannot live up to God’s standards
on his own (this is why mankind stood and stands in need of redemption)
Truth- the perfect Son of God met those standards for us
- if man offends the Law in any point, he is guilty of all- James 2:10
vs.11- “no man is justified by the Law”- this means that no man ever kept it (only Christ did)
(a broken Law could only condemn, it could never bless)
*God never designed the Law as a means of justification (He designed faith for that purpose)
-“the just shall live by faith”- Paul quotes this from Habakkuk 2:4 to show the Galatians that
it has always been about faith throughout history
vs.12- “Law is not of faith”- Law and faith are mutually exclusive from each other as a
means of justification
-“the man that doeth”- meaning the man who takes that road will come up short and will have
eternity to know that he came short of the glory of God - Rom.3:23
vs.13- “redeemed”- (exagorazo) the price to recover from the power of another, a ransom
-“curse”- the curse was condemnation- the wrath of God
-“made a curse for us’- this means that He took our guilt and shame and rolled onto Himself
*the word “Golgotha” is derived from the verb “galal” which means to roll or shift from one
to another- II Cor.5:21
- Paul quotes Deut.21:23- in other words, He allowed Himself to be condemned and faced the
wrath of God because the price of redemption was more than we could ever pay




