Gal.5:1-6 Liberty Imperiled by Legalism
vs.1- “stand fast™- (steko) to persevere on, to continue on with something
-“liberty”- (eleutheria) a freedom
(This word carries the idea of omitting things that have no relation to salvation)
* this word is used for the fact that once a person is saved, they know that they were a sinner
who stood condemned (the Law is no longer needed to reveal that)
- the liberty is the deliverance from that law (its Christ’s atoning death that sets us free)John 8:36
- “entangled again”- to be entangled means that its something you can’t get away from
*Christ is the One who got them untangled and Paul is urging them to not go get tangled
up in it again
*the exodus of Egypt is a perfect foreshadowing of how Christ delivered us from sin’s slavery
vs.2- “I Paul”- this is Paul asserting his apostolic authority as he contends for the truth
- Paul wasn’t against circumcision itself but he objected the notion that it had some spiritual
benefit toward God (or if one believed it to be a necessary component of salvation)
- “Christ shall profit vou nothing”- this means that if someone believes that circumcision is
essential for salvation, then that person doesn’t understand the reason for Jesus at all
(this all stems from the fact that grace and works are mutually exclusive of each other)
vs.3- “debtor”- this is a person who assumes an obligation
*Paul is saying- of you do this, you are voluntarily placing yourselves back in God’s debt
(This is ridiculous since Christ has paid the debt and has granted liberty)
- by picking up legalism, they are abandoning the liberty and becoming slaves again
Truth- submission to circumcision means that they are committing themselves to perfect
obedience to the whole Law - James 2:10
(This means they would be taking up its requirements and its curse)
vs.4- “become not effect”- (katargeo apo) this is a compound phrase
- katargeo means to render idle, to inactivate, or to sever from
- apo means to separate, to destroy a union
* it literally means they are putting the brakes on grace and separating themselves from it
- “justified by the law”- Paul means those who are attempting to seek righteousness by it
- “fallen from grace”- this does not tell us that one can lose their salvation
(The term “fallen” means to lose one’s grip or grasp of something)
- the idea of it is that if they are reaching to grasp the law then they are letting go of grace
(If a person does this, then it proves that their faith was never genuine )
References- Matt.10:22; Luke 8:13-14, I John 2:19
- keep in mind that the Galatians had not abandoned grace yet but were being tempted- I Tim 4:1
vs.3~ “through the Spirit”- it’s the Holy Spirit that gives believers the enduring power
-“hope”- (elpis) a desire with an expectation
*this word is used 8 times in the New Testament and all terms references eschatology
- the Christian already possesses the imputed righteousness of Christ (Rom.4:22-24) but still
waits (hopes) for the complete and perfected righteousness (Rom.8:18.21)
-“by faith” the perfect righteousness we will receive can never come due to our own efforts
vs.6- nothing done or not done in any religious ceremony can make a difference in one’s
relationship to God
Truth- external things are worthless unless they reflect a genuine internal righteousness
*this that was happening in Galatia back then would be the equivalent to people believing
that baptism saves today '
-“faith”- faith is the heart trust to Christ which identifies the believer with Christ in the sphere of
: grace




