Ephesians 1:6-13 Our Benefit and His Glory
Vs.6- this verse tells us the ultimate purpose of salvation
-“glory”-(doxa) splendor, magnificence, excellence
*salvation is given to us to commend the magnificence and splendor of His unmerited favor
-“beloved”- one who is welcomed and tenderly loved
(the term carries the idea of one being welcomed into a new family)
*this is drawn from the “adoption” mentioned in the previous verse
Truth- God has accepted us into His family by adopting us as His due to the cleansing power of Jesus
Vs.7- “redemption”-(apolutrosis) liberation procured by the payment of a ransom
-“through His blood”= the is the ransom that had to be payed
-“forgiveness”- (aphesis) a release from bondage or imprisonment or a pardon granted as if no
wrong had ever been done (this is Biblical justification)
Truth- when God forgives, He also forgets- He never brings up your past or who you were before Him
-“riches”- (ploutos) an abundance or more than enough, having some to spare
*in the last 3 verses, we have seen that God has forgiven, redeemed, and adopted us due from His
abundance of grace
Vs.8- “abounded toward us”- this phrase holds a parallel meaning to that of Romans 5:20
(it means to exceed a fixed number of measure, to overflow)
-“wisdom”- this is insight and spiritual perception (its knowledge applied)
-“prudence”- this is the practical use of wisdom along with spiritual discernment
*this verse literally says that God gives this to His children and gives in abundance
Vs.9- “mystery of His Will”- the mystery revealed is Christ that came in the flesh
(this was God’s plan or redemption in the time decided by Him)
*its why all prophecy points to One person- the Messiah
-“purposed in Himself”- meaning the time and manner of what God chose to do and when He chose to do it
(His knew man would fall so this was His purpose for redemption from the start)
Vs.10- this verse is the “why” of God’s work of redemption
-“dispensation”- (oikonomia) a management or oversight
-“fulness of time”- this means the completion of history (when God gathers all believers)
*after the 1,000 years (Millennial Kingdom) God will judge the condemned to eternity (Rev.20), then the
new heaven and new earth will be created and totally unified under the Authority of Christ (Rev.21-22)
Vs.11- “In Whom”- this verse begins the same as vs.7 and vs.13 (the “whom” is Jesus)
-“obtained an inheritance”- this whole phrase is one compound Greek word and has duel meaning
1- we have an inheritance in Heaven in the presence of God as He’s the One who adopted us- | Pet.1:3-4
2- we are His heritage or His possession (Deut.32:9)
*a heritage is ways and values passed down by a family
Truth- a heritage is noticed by appearance and by character- we are a Godly heritage
-“predestinated”- this deals with the eternal security of the believer
(even though we’ve not yet received then promise or our inheritance, we are sealed by the
abundant grace of God) Il Cor.1:22
Vs.12- Paul again refers to this as a reminder as to the ultimate purpose of salvation
(even though we receive the benefits of forgiveness, redemption, adoption, and an inheritance, the
greatest reason for God to save is for Him to get glory)
Vs.13- Paul, being an apostle, was saved before the Ephesians
(but by the preaching of truth, they have the same redemption as Paul)
-“word of truth”- “word”-(logos) a decree or mandate
-“truth”- (alethia) a declaration or unveiled reality that lies at the basis of an appearance (Messianic)
-“gospel”- this “good news” is the fact that all can be forgiven, redeemed, and adopted
-“sealed”- this means to set a mark on something to show ownership
Truth- the Holy Spirit ratifies God’s ownership of believers by placing His seal upon them (4:30)



